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	Aiming High Short Breaks Transformation Programme
Kroner House

Ashford

TN24 8XU

	Email:
	 shortbreakspathfinder@kent.gov.uk

	Telephone:
	01233 652125

	Date:
	July 2010


Dear Colleague,

New Service for Disabled Children and Young People and Children and Young People with Special Needs

I write to inform you of a new service for Disabled children and young people with special needs. I would very much appreciate your assistance in the dissemination of information on this new service through families known to you.

The service is commencing in the summer holidays with whole family activity days and is funded through the Aiming High Short Break Transformation Programme. A programme of activity is currently being put together for the October Half term which will include activity days which can be attended by children and young people unaccompanied by their parents or carers.
The service is being rolled out across the county after successful pilots in the Maidstone and Dartford areas. It is aimed at children and young people who receive little or no specialist service through the Disabled Children’s Service and yet have difficulty accessing mainstream activities due to their disability or special need.
This service is specifically targeted and is aimed at children and young people who are:

In receipt of DLA on the following levels:
· Higher Care and Higher Mobility

· Higher Care and Lower Mobility 

· Higher Care only
· Higher Mobility only
· Middle Care only
· Middle Care and Higher Mobility
· Middle Care and Lower Mobility
And are:
· Not receiving any service (this also includes Direct Payments)
· Not receiving 100 hours of service per annum 

The service is being administered through management agents in various localities across the county and several consortia of established providers in various localities who are already known to the Disabled Children’s Services and who have previously been audited to ensure quality of service.

Families can access the service directly by contacting the management agents directly. They are:

· Voluntary Action Maidstone (01622 677 337)

Covering Maidstone 

· Parents Consortium (01322 668501)

Covering Dartford Gravesham and Swanley 

· Barnardos (01892 528835)

Covering Tonbridge and Malling, Tunbridge Wells and Sevenoaks 

· CASE Kent (01843 588780 mobile 07786618237)

Covering Ashford Shepway, Dover, Canterbury, Swale and Thanet

May I take this opportunity of thanking you in advance for you help and assistance.

With Kind Regards

Yours faithfully
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Glynis Payne
Programme Manager

Short Breaks Transformation Manager  
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	Out and About



As of the 1st of July, CASE Kent are the lead agency delivering the Kent County Councils Aiming High Project across East Kent (Ashford, Shepway, Dover, Thanet, Canterbury and Swale).  
The service will be provided for disabled children and young people living in or attending school in East Kent who are not already accessing a short break service or who do not currently receive 100 hours per annum (75 hours between 1st July 2010 and the 31st March 2011) of short breaks from Disabled Children Services or Community Paediatric Nursing Services, and are in receipt of disability living allowance at the following levels: 
· Higher Care and Higher Mobility

· Higher Care and Lower Mobility 

· Higher Care only

· Higher Mobility only

· Middle Care and Higher Mobility

· Middle Care only

· Middle Care and Lower Mobility
 These will include:  
· Children and young people with Autistic Spectrum Disorder

· Children and young people with complex health needs/life limiting conditions

· A child with complex health needs physical cognitive and sensory impairments

· Children and young people with moving and handling needs that require equipment and adaptations

· Children and young people with challenging behaviour, whose behaviour is associated with other impairments

· Young people 14 plus who are severely disabled and require services appropriate for their age
Activities will be delivered for children and young people between the ages of 0-18 years and these will include whole family activity days and disabled children and young people activity days.

CASE Kent’s Out and About team have arranged family day trips for the summer half term and we are currently working on a full programme of activities for the October half term. 
To apply and for further information, please e-mail outandabout@casekent.org.uk or call us on  01843 588780.

 
 
CASE Kent’s Out and About Project is offering these trips as the management organisation for the Aiming High for Disabled Children Core Offer in East Kent on behalf of Kent County Council. 
 

Community Action South East Kent is a member of the National Association for Voluntary & Community Action (NAVCA) and NAVCA accredited. Registered Charity No. 1090806. Registered Company No. 4329944.
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